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" The Patricians may sigh and groan and fret, and sometimes 
stamp and foam and curse, but all in vain. The decree has gone 
forth, and it cannot be recalled^ — ^that a more equal Liberty than 
has prevailed in other parts of the earth must be established in 
America" — John Adams, 

" They will not endure aristocracy. All men and all principles 
Seeking to cope with this irresistible passion (for Equality) wiU be 
overthrown and destroyed by it" — De Tocqtievilie, 

"Not only the inevitable, but the best, power this side of the 
ocean, is the unfettered average common sense of the masses. 
* * * The South were brave enough, but they saw afar off. 
They saw the tremendous power that was entering into that 
charmed circle; they knew its inevitable victory." — Wendell 
Phillips on John Brown. 

" An aristocratic nation which in a contest with a democratic 
people does not succeed in ruining the latter at the outset of the 
war, always runs a great risk of being conquered by it." — i>e 
Tocqueville, 

" A more ignoble basis (than Slavery) for a great Confederacy it 
is impossible to conceive, nor one in the long run more precarious '* 

Saturday Review, March 2nd, 1861, 
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EXTEACTS FROM CONFEDEEATE CONSTITUTION, 

"The Confederate States may acquire new Teebitoet. * * In 
all such Territory the institution of Negro Slayeby shall be 
BECOoinsED AKD FEOTECTED by Congress and the Territorial 
Gk>yemmentB, &e"'-^Article IV, Sec, lU. 

•*No Bill of Attainder, or ex 'post facto law, or any law denying 
or impairing the right of proper^ in negro slayes, shall be passed. 
— Article 1, Section IX., Clause 4. 

" The citizens of each State * * * shall have the right of transit 
and sojourn in any State of this Confederacy with their slaves and 
other property, and the right of propertjr in snch slaves shall not 
be thereby impaired." — Article IV, Section II, Clause 1. 

"No slave, &c. escaping, &c. shall be discharged, &c., but shall 
be delivered up," — ArticG IV, Section II, Clause 3. 



"TTnless every power in the Constitution is to be strained in 
^der to promote tne process of Slavery, they will not remain in 
the Union. * * * If it (Slavery) now threatens to dissolve the 
Union, it is not because it has anything to fear for that which it 
possesses already, but because it Has received a check to its hopes 
of future acquisition." — Times, Jan, 7th, 1861. 

" It was one of the secret purposes of the ruling class South, to 
disfranchise the non-^operty holders of the Confederacy. 

" The conventions acted out the principle of exclusive rule, by 
themselves appointing members of Cfongress ; and Congress acted 
on its exclusive authority by appointing the Executive officers of 
GU)vemment." — Victor, v, 2, p, 620. Eemarks on report of Virginian 
State Convention. 
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" The honest triumphs of the poor man who works his way to 
independence, are treated with scorn and contempt. It is asserted 
that what we are in the habit of regarding as the honourable pur- 
suits of indust'TV, incapacitate a nation for civilization and refine- 
ment, * * That property in human creatures ought to he as 
universal as the property in land or tame animals.** — Times, 
Jan. 7th, 1861. 

" By an odd chance, they include all the Govemments which 
have most astonished the world bv their shameless dishonesty. 
* * * This thirst for an African Slave Trade has been the chief 
motive that has influenced the Secessionists, and which has made 
a compromise abnost impossible.'* 

Saturday Iteview, March 2nd, 1861. 

" These villains (the originators of the rebellion) will stand con- 
spicuous in all coming tune, as a man upon the gallows stands. 
Thev will make superhuman efforts to carry the day on the field of 
battle, and thus prevent the reaction which promises their ruin. 
But thev cannot evade their responsMlity to Ghd and an outraged 
people.* — Brownlow, p. 149. 



A word or two is necessary here, on the wider subject, of 
which the " False Nation" is but a subordinate part. 

The South has in it two principles, — Democracy and Oli- 
garchy; and three constituent elements, — ^the Slave Barons, 
of whom there were about 190,000, tte Mean Whites, and 
the Negroes. Its Principles and Interests are conflicting, 
and contradictory. To carry Secession, it overrode the Demo- 
cratic provisions and rights in every Southern Constitution, 
but, although it has, to a great extent, compromised Southern 
Democracy, it has not destroyed it. 

The strongest Southern specialities having been created by 
Slavery or Oligarchy, the question is, whether there now exist, 
or after the destruction of Slavery will remain, any specialitief 
there of a truly national cb^acter and strength to resist all 
counter-influences. 
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The question is not, therefore, at the bottom, a military one. 
Eor Europe it is a question of Principles. For America, of 
Principles and Nationality. It is a question that will work 
itself out irrevocably, according to the Genius and Constitu- 
tion of the American Nation, 

The intense Unity of the South need only deceive those 
who follow results arid disregard causes. For the causes of 
Southern Unity, must ultimately destroy it. 

Leaders, and a crisis, always develop the Logic of a Situation, 
and a party that for three generations went with Slavery, 
could have neither the power nor the will to hold back, when 
ordered to proceed from Slavery to Secession. The Leaders 
were desperate. The People were compromised. Unionists 
were banished, converted, or destroyed, and 90 the South was 
One. A Unity based on a crime against Humanity, and on a 
mistake in Economics, can obviously be no national Uuity, — 
The following pages show, that the South possesses no othCT" 
pretence to Unity. 

The question remains, whether the one interest of Oligarchy 
can permanently prevail against its own inherent weakness and 
antagonisms, — against the Genius and Constitution of the 
American Nation, — the whole meaning, ideas, scope, and ten- 
dency, of American history, and against the laws of political 
science, and the fact of the political competency of an in- 
structed people. 



It were a tedious task to trace all the main causes that have 
led so large a portion of the educated middle classes of England 
to side with the South, but it is a fact that political animosity 
seems ever to prevail between the class that last attained to 
power, and the class that has next to attain it. 

The feud is not now between Oligarchy and the middle 
class,-— between the few and the many ; it is between the Many 
and the All. 

The Middle Class doubts the political competency of the 
Lower, and so all the false conservatism and spurious gentility 
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in England, arrays itself on the side of privilege, upheld by 
the Ealse Nation, against the constitutional rights of majo- 
rities, and the Principle of Government by an educated 
Democracy. 

The cause of Conservatism is thus vulgarised and strength- 
ened. The middle classes, formerly the vanguard of progress, 
are now following in the footsteps of that, fatal Oligarchy that 
once trailed the flag of England in the wake of every infamy, 
and sent our soldiers to die for every cause irrevocably con- 
demned by the conscience and progress of mankind ; and certain 
portions of that middle class, have now, for the space of three 
years, attempted to commit the people of England, for the 
third time, to war against the Democracy of America. 

Those who intelligently advocate the cause of the South, 
do so, because it is set against the cause and progress of the 
people, and they must be judged accordingly. 

Eor if there be anything certain in the whole circle and com- 
plexion of human events, tJiiavA certain — the fight of the South 
is a fight of privilege against right, — of Minorities against 
Majorities, — of Inequality against Equality, — of the rule of 
the Few against the rule of the All. It is, in fact, an appeal 
to the higher and middle classes, to put and to hold down for 
ever, the lower and the lowest. 

I hold and argue that for this conspiracy to succeed in 
America^ is simply not possible. 

Others hold and hope the contrary. 

Those who misrepresent Democracy in America, betray De- 
mocracy everywhere. A Democracy that would assist at such 
a betrayal deserves to become its victim. But if Democracy 
be put back in England, England will he put hack tvith it. 
England cannot be great unless she be One, nor One without 
the masses. To educate and organise Democracy in England 
against its open and secret foes, in Church and in State, is the 
great political duty. 

It is in vain that the partisans of Oligarchy misrepresent the 
situation in America. A notable instance of this was the recent 
quoting and insisting on the opinion of one man, writing from 
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the West, in favour of a new Secession, and the total omission of 
the public resolutions of large numbers of ministers of Heligion, 
representing, say, sixteen millions of men, in favour of Union. 

But the same power that in modem times overtakes and 
overcomes other less atrocious criminals, will avenge the people 
of their traducers. The press, the telegraph, the People, and 
the true Aristocracy, will suffice to expose and condemn that 
ignoble portion of the middle class which is false to its position, 
its traditions and its duties. 

I say then to all such politicians, "Gentlemen, take 
your sides, and with them your political character and posi- 
tion for this generation. K you mistrust the People, either 
you, or they, are politically incompetent. Tou, in your judg- 
ment of them, or they in their capacity to judge at all. Let 
then at least this issue be understood and fought out upon our 
political arenas.*' 

Slavery is but the Beductio ad absurdmn of Oligarchy. 
Oligarchy is " paternal," — ^so is Slavery. Oligarchy depends 
for its existence upon the ignorance of the greatest number, — 
so does Slavery. Oligarchy takes charge, more or less abso- 
lute, of the bodies and minds of men, — Slavery is only logical 
and consistent, and takes charge of the whole Man — Body, 
Mind, and Soul. Oligarchy says, " thou shalt not vote," — 
Slavery says, "thou shalt have votes, but we will use them." 
Oligarchy says, "we will use you to support our class at 
home, and our class interests, by secret Diplomacy, abroad," — 
Slavery says, " we will conduct all our politics for the express 
purpose of keeping you in bondage." Oligarchy says, **the 
nation is not fit to take care of itself," — Slavery says, " you 
foiur millions are no nation, and have no rights." Oligarchy 
says, " thou shalt not covet self-government," — Slavery says, 
" thou shalt not covet thine own wife, thou shalt not covet 
thine own Lands, or House, or Labour, or man-servant, or 
maid-servant, or ox, or ass, or anything that is thine. What's 
thine is mine, and what's mine is my own." Oligarchy will 
not teach. Slavery forbids to be taught. Oligarchy denies the 
political competency of the majority, — Slavery denies that of a 
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Bacb. Oligarchy is necessary where the People ftre iiicompe- 
teiit, and the incompetence of the People is essential to its 
existence. 

Of the present new generation, the effective men will un- 
doubtedly be those who are prepared more and more to trust 
the People, — tb preach Democracy as the only final Conser- 
vatism, and to educate the People for it. The impotent folk 
in politics will b^ those who wduld forcd " Conservatism" intd 
defeat or Eevolution. 

The new Evangel has got to be obeyed. It may as well b0 
studied. It will become every year more true, that " not only 
the inevitable, but the best Government," is that by and for 
the People. 

Hie present pamphlet constituted the last chapter of a 
work entitled "The Making of the American Nation; or the 
Eise and Decline of Oligarchy in the West." That work re- 
views the whole progress of the principles of Equality of Con- 
ditionSf of Individual Freedom, and of National American 
Unitf/, from the beginning of the American nation, and treats 
the present struggle as the last and inevitable stage in a contest, 
between these principles and the Slave or Oligarchic power. It 
shows also that the war is destroying the two things that were 
destroying the American Nation, MATEEIALISM ajstd 
8LAVEEY. 

Such a work would at the present time h& useless, fot while 
the struggle proceeds, the principles involved in it are dis- 
regarded. As long as the public miiid is preoccupied with some 
anticipated success of the Bogus Cot^fbdebact of the South, it 
is in vain to seek to direct it to that grander question, in which 
the action of the South is really only a subordinate element. 

But men who maintain that the South is to stand, must at 
least be willing to investigate its " Bases *^ and this is all that is 
wanted, for it will allow of attack upon that prejudice, showing, 
indeed, what are, and what are not, the bases in question. 

Misconceptions on the American question generally arise 
from ignorance or misapprehension of the Origin, History, and 
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Genius, of the American Nation. These considerations are 
fully treated of in the book to which I refer. Here it can only 
be stated that History and present Facts establish the follow- 
ing characteristics : — 1st, The Intensity of its Nationality, and 
the rapidity and completeness with which it absorbs other 
races. 2nd, Its intense Self-Eeliance. 3rd, Its Devotion to 
the principle of Equality of Conditions. 4th, Its obedience to 
the actual Law, and readiness to change both Law and Consti- 
tution, when necessary. 5th, Its extraordinary powers of Asso- 
ciation. 6th, The Popular character of the Government. 

The argument, then, is that " the South" is essentially an Oli- 
garchy, and that an Oligarchy cannot long co-exist with the 
American Nation. 

" Squatter Sovereignty" is the term which expresses the 
necessary victory of intelligent and free labour over the Land- 
thieves and men stealers of the South. 

All Statesmen have acknowledged the necessity of a Yeoman 
class, fairly schooled, intelligent, respectable, of moderate but 
sufficient estate, and with an honourable share in the Govern- 
ment, to secure substantial and orderly freedom, to balance 
with their quiet country influences the restlessness of the 
towns, and to uphold middle-class interests against those of the 
oligarchy. 

The Land-monopolisers of ancient Italy bought out the 
grain-growing farmer, and substituted for him the slave, from 
Asia or Greece, unfit for careful agriculture. We know the 
end. 

The French noblesse left the soil rather than submit to 
common law. It passed to men sprung from revolution, and 
identified with liberty. 

The Feudal system still exists in England, because its 
members are amongst the ablest and worthiest of the age, and 
because they either represent the " villeins," or assume to do so. 

But Southern latifundia holders are surrounded by twenty 
millions of citizens, each man a Gracchus, and armed with 
constitutions and customs that know no privileges, titles, priest- 
hood, or primogeniture. " The South" is the natural result of 



I 



PEEFACE. ix 

a simple staple on a large scale, worked by slave Labour. The 
leaders are not a noblesse or an ancient feudal aristocracy. 
They are, to a great extent, successful adventurers, parvenues, 
and overseers on promotion, — unrestrained by traditions of 
family, of society, or of public opinion, and led to an impossible 
achievement by a few heroes and statesmen. 

The masses and the middlemen there, must be taught to 
know their places, and to mind their manners, if this system is 
to endure. How both classes have been and will be dealt 
with we know, for, as De TocqueviUe said, the faintest dawn of 
freedom is enough to make such oppressors tremble. The 
famous message of Governor Adams to the Legislature of South 
Carolina, about two years before secession, recommended the 
reopening of the Slave Trade to readjust the condition of poor 
men, and to prevent the fonnation of a dangeroiis class toithout 
direct interest in Slavery, — to make every White an interested 
Shareholder with dividend, and interest in the institution. And 
the Bichmond Examiner, — when a large and spontaneous meet- 
ing of mechanics there, in 1863, resolved to " clench the 
rights and immunities which were theirs as Americans and as 
men," — simply recommended the Governor and Mayor " to 
decide what their duties might be when the clenching began." 

The fall of such an oligarchy, so circumstanced, is clearly 
only a question of time. 

The system called the South, though never before so hardened 
and desperate, is an old offender, well known to the moral and 
economic poHce that governs the world. But it never yet suc- 
ceeded in anything, save in destroying itself, or its constituents. 

This inevitably will be the end of oligarchy in America. The 
easting of it out began in 1833, and will be carried through. 
America will have none of it. She wants a balance indeed, but 
not between the " different estates of the realm," only between 
the rights and interests of the Individual, the State, and the 
Nation, and continued independent action between the Execu- 
tive, Legislative, and Judiciary. For " balance," the reason of 
the " myriad-thoughted people" is enough. To quote from 
memory the words of Franklin, — " The unfettered judgment oC 
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the whole People is infallible ; they cannot divest themselyes of 
their authority." 

The contest can have but one of two issues. Subjugation or 
Compromise. And the Compromise would be but a Truce. A» 
a Compromise, leaving Slavery, it would only further depreciate 
the South. As a Truce, it might substitute the capital and 
Ships of England for those of the North, — give Napoleon an 
opportunity of securing the transit at (or near) Panama, and— 
cost America two or three hundred millions of dollars per 
annum for standing armies — ^to fail, at last, before the political 
and economic propagandism of free Labour. 

Thus might the issue be postponed for fifty years, but such 
a situation foreshadows an alliance of the North with Eussia, 
against the South, supported by France and England, and 
it would probably see France in possession of the two great 
thoroughfares of the world at Panama and Suez, — ^Bussia 
holding the old world capitol, Constantinople, and France also 
building up a capitol in the purlieus of Leon or Masaya, which 
Napoleon has declared to be even a more favourable site for an 
imiversal centre than Constantinople. 

This would not be a favourable situation either for the 
character or the Power of England. As to the one, it would 
find her compromised with Napoleon, and as to the other, with 
the South. Here at least are the proportions of a contest, that 
by whatever name it might be called^ woiQd be the most 
stupendous arbitrament ever yet fought out. 

It results from a whole view of the History, and Grenius 
of American Nationality, that the South is, not so much a foe 
that has to recede before it, or to be destroyed by it, as the 
necessary instrument in its working out of the great ideas of In^ 
dividual FREEDOM, and of the competency of the COLLEC7 
TIVE REASON, — and also for the completion of the admin- 
istrative Unity of the American Nation, without which this 
splendid example would have neither its full scope of action, 
its due weight with the world, nor its full Hlustration. 

I conceive that the American Nation is intended to teach 
this last and greatest secular lesson, — that the greatest amount 
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of Indiyidual Ereedom and Kational Unity and Progress, can 
only be combined and secured by the exercise of tbe CoUectiye 
Reason, and tliat thus the freest Democracy must also become 
the strongest, comj>lete8t, and intensest, of Nationalities, 



It is sought then in these pages to submit the pretended 
Kationality of the South to the rigid and cold analysis of weU- 
known maxims in political science. 

The political, social, and economic results of Slavery are no 
question^ and ought to be treated dogmatically. 

The problem, whether Oligarchy can form a nation in the 
midst of a BepubHc and a Democracy, and in a country pas- 
sionately devoted to the principle of equality of conditions, 
and with no single basis of separate nationality whatsoever, 
other than a principle hitherto acknowledged to be in direct 
contradiction to the national genius and Constitution, this 
problem is the one to be solved by America. 

That the cause of the South is essentially Oligarchic, will not 
be doubted by any who intelligently study the question ; and 
the process of the argument is clear enough to any one who 
would understand a book or an argument at all. 

The South has suppressed the rights of its own Democracy, 
and Secession was, perhaps, levied more against that> than 
against any other. 

The most authentic documents of the South, denounced 
** the evils incident to the preponderance of the element of Labor,** 
declared "that Capital otight to be the owner of Labor,* and 
that " the very object of all free institutions in free popular 
Ghvernments is to restrain the Majority.*** For the sake of 
these principles it demanded a Confederacy. 

If the South is to succeed it must succeed in defiance of all 
the rules hitherto supposed to govern the rise and fall of 
nations, especially of all those tendencies and principles which 
created and have inspired the American nation. It will re- 
verse the course of history and the progress of humanity. 

• See Export to Virginian Convention, Nov, 1861. — Also, 
Address of South Carolina Convention, Dec. 1860. 
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If, on the other band, Democracy in America is to win, 
then Democracy in Europe wiU recommence its propaganda. 

The otitis probandi is with the South and its advocates. 

It is the object and endeavour of this pamphlet, to suggest 
to doubters and to partisans, on either side, what is the true 
told more complete platform of argument, upon which the 
question must really be settled. 

AU the agencies that can conspire to unite a Nation, are 
working together to unite America. From every point of 
view (save that of an Oligarchy, based on Slavery, and now in 
course of destruction), America is a Unity. But, were it other- 
wise, having once constituted a single nation, common sense 
demands some reason for its overthrow, other than a three y ear ^ 
war, on the whole successftilly waged, against the only principlea 
of disunion that have arisen vnthinher. 

The world has shown no single instance of a People with 
anything approaching to such unity of Language, Eace, Insti- 
tutions, Boundary, and Eeligion, having been kept asunder 
really or for long. The nearest approach to such a disunion 
is that of the " great German nation,'* and all men are speak- 
ing, and aU politicians speculating, upon its ultimate unity, 
^t is certainly not in that wonderful country, where Irishmen 
get settled, and G-ermans civilized and free, and where all 
races are soon absorbed — it is not there, nor on behalf of 
a brand-new felon empire, that History will be found to re- 
verse its habitudes. 

The same presumption holds as to any other division — 
Territorial or otherwise — ^that may be suggested. A Nation has 
an Individual Life, and its destruction does violence to all the 
forces and instincts of Human (and of National) nature. The 
intenser the Individuality of the constituent men, the intenser 
the Nationality ;— the more complex and intimate the Indi- 
vidiiial relationships, the more unique the whole. 

This war is in reality an assertion of the national life against 
its enemies. — The " Casting out of Oligarchy !" 

Thus Destiny seems to say to America, — " Go on to give 
freer and ever freer scope to the just liberty and energies of 
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the Individual, — Go on to procure for the All, those rights 
which elsewhere are limited to the Few or the Many. Thus 
consolidate thy power, thus sweep wider and wider its orbit, 
till it shall control the American Continent, and till the force 
of thy example shall commend itself to the world." 

But these considerations belong rather to the Book than to 
this Pamphlet, although the latter is, in a sense, the' converse 
of a portion of the argument of the former. Both are but 
portions of the great Idea of American Nationality, which is 
the greatest secular power of any age or country, and has yet to 
impress the might of its influence, on all Parties, Opinions, 
and Peoples. 

J. A. P. 



tteform Cluh, 
September, 1864. 
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THE FALSE NATION, 



CONTENTS. 

What is a nation ? — 1st. Material Bases ; Territory, 
Labour, and Population. — 2nd. Indtyidualitt ; Oneness of 
Circumstance, Ideas, and Interests. — 3rd. OnaANic Fun cttons ; 
Legislative and Executive. 

",MATEEIAL BASES" of South.— No unity of Territoiiy. 
— No boundary. — A portion of the most complete territorial 
unity in the world. — Three modes of proof — European 
precedents. — Authorities. — Actual War, — The Mississippi, 
in peace and war. — The free highlands. — Labour. — Its 
political power in America. — The interests, ideas, and institu- 
tions resulting therefrom. — The fatal alternative. — Monopolies 
of Land, Labour, and Price gone. — Eelative depreciation of 
South. — Irreconcileable interests South. — Organization of 
idleness, avarice, lust, decay, and* barbarous culture. — The 
world will subsidy South Carolina no more. — Slave squadrons. 
— Cotton tax. — The cost of South. — Heorganization of South. 
— Its chronic civil war against industry, peace, intellect, and 
religion. — Territorial expansion, necessary and impossible. — 
Population. — South isolated. — Border States and Negroes. 
— The North 25 against 6. 

SOUTHEEN ''JJ^lTir— Institution, Bace, Boundary, 
Language, Religion, — Slavery and Oligarchy the only Southern 
Unity, but not strong, permanent, or universal. — Slavery de- 
stroys the Government by destroying the people. — Southern 
principles and American principles irreconcileable. — The horns 
of the dilemma. — Partially in the whole, or wholly in the parts. 
— The only chance, — A Far South Slave empire. — Temporary 
success and ultimate fall. — The Slave system run mad. — Dred 
Scott case. — Squatter sovereignty, free trade, and propa- 
gandism. — State sovereignty will side against the South. — Pree 
labour produces capital, capital power, and power equality, 

" OEGANIC FUNCTIONS" of South.--Legislative only, 
safe and whole. — Contradictions, impossibilities, dangers. — 
Slavery destroys Society at both ends, and in the middle. — 
Freedom, chastity, nationality. — No moral, material, and poli- 
tical coherence. — No elements of nationality. — Monopoly, lust, 
ignorance, idleness, repudiation, robbery, and violence. — "A 
nation" denying all the factors of nationality. — Against 
universal humanity, peace, and civiKzation. — Corner stones 
North and South. — Summary. — The use of South, and its end. 

All other questions between North and South 
are comprehended in the one great question, — is 
the South a Nation ? The answer to this question 

A % 
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depends on the answer to another question, — ^what 
is a Nation? A categorical answer is the only 
useful one, and there is no difficulty in enunciating 
the admitted theory, or in applying to it the real 
state of facts. 

And it must, in fairness, be admitted, that if it 
be proved that the South possesses no elements of 
national existence, save those which are part and 
parcel of the American nationality, then the case 
of the South, ipso facto collapses. If the South be 
a nation, it must be, by force of some speciality 
strong enough to resist the nationality that sur- 
rounds it. If no such speciality exists, then it is 
not a nation we see in the South, but something 
else. 

It is our business to prove that the life of the re- 
bellion is in the principle of Oligarchy, fostered, if 
not created, by slavery, and that every form of 
Oligarchy is opposed to all the great spiritual and 
intellectual forces of the American nation, and can 
have no lasting hold on that continent. 

To justify the idea of " national Independence,'^ 
show us first your "Nation," and therein the 
material power which is to achieve Independence, 
and the national ideas and interests that are to 
sustain the national will in the struggle, and to 
ensure national existence afterwards. 

To talk of " Independence" as the " cause," or 
" Nationality" as the principle, before this is shewn, 
is to deceive nobody. It is a begging of the ques- 
tion. 
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And nothing can be so thoroughly decisive, and 
at the same time present such a hopeless picture of 
the problem the South has to solve, as a comparison 
of the accepted theory of nationality, with the un- 
doubted facts and position of the pretended Nation. 



A complete Nation is one that has complete and 
sound its Material Bases^ its Individualiiy and 
Unity, and its Organic Functions. 

By the first it exists ; by the second it exists as a 
nation ; and by the third it thinks, administrates, 
and acts. 

The fair question about the South as a pretended 
infant nationality is, " has it enough of these attri- 
butes of a nation to stand its ground, and take its 
chance in the fiiture ?" 

The Material Bases of a nation, consist of its 
Territory^ Labour and Population. 

The Individuality^ or Unity of a nation, consists 
of a Oneness of Circumstance, Ideas, and Interests, 
and this results firom a Oneness of Institution^ Race^ 
Boundary^ Languxige^ and Religion. 

The Organic Functions of a Nation, are its Legis-' 
lative and its Executive. 



For instance : — England is a nation to a great 
extent complete in all three items of national 
power. The successive annexations of Wales, 
Ireland, and Scotland, completed her material 
Bases. Time and progress have done much to 
complete her personality, or Unity; but neither 
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her Unity, nor her Organism, will be complete, till 
the nation is more completely self-governed. 

France and Italy are examples of incomplete 
Territory. Germany a woeful one, of want of 
Unity and Organism. 

America (the " North") has complete Material 
Bases. An Individuality most intense and absorb- 
ing, to be completed when slavery is fiilly cast out. 
An Organism of which the chief danger has been, 
an alliance of sovereign States jealous of central 
authority, with the special slave interest, in coinci- 
dence with an organization of the Slave States, and 
an aristocracy of culture, intellect, and influence, 
holding absolute sway over a mass of mean white 
population. But the special slave interest is fast 
being destroyed, and war always tends to intensify 
and complete a real nationality. 



The South, as we intend to demonstrate, wants 
the main elements of nationality, and even such as 
it appears to possess, it possesses, not as a nation, 
but as a fraction of the American nation. 

The scope of the argument is as follows : — First, 
as to the "Material Bases." 

The Territory of the South is bisected by the great 
river, and interpenetrated by its confluents, and by 
mountain ranges from the north. 

Its population has been reduced, by Lincoln's 
policy, to little more than 6,000,000 against 
35,000,000, for both the Border States, and the 



SCOPE OF AEGUMENT. 7 

negroes have left or are leaving it. The North has 
a will and a principle as inexorable as the South, 
which thus possesses — say, an equal purpose, a bad 
cause, no navy, and numbers as 6 or 7, to 25. The 
reduction of the South is therefore a mere matter 
of arithmetic. 

Its Industry rested on various phases of force, 
fraud, and degradation, — of monopolies of price, of 
forced labour, and boundless area. These condi- 
tions have already ceased, or are ceasing to exist. 
Of two things one ; — Slavery will remain or cease. 
If it remains, it must remain to weaken and demo- 
ralize the country. If it cease, the labour system 
must be reconstructed, and will open the country 
to those free influences, and political and social 
propaganda of the North, which are dramng 
citizens of all nations towards it, notwithstanding 
intervening oceans. 

With regard to the Individuality or Unity of the 
South, its Government, if Eepublican, must oppose 
the interests and destroy the power of the Slave 
barons ; if Oligarchic, we shall show that it can- 
not last. 

In Eace, it is two-fifths alien, and in natural al- 
liance with the North, and the remaining three- 
fifths have no nationality, distinct from the North. 

La Language, it is identical with the North. Its 
Religion, the same. 

The Ideas of its ruling class are oligarchic and 
exclusive, and hostile to those of the mass of the 
American nation. 

Its Interests, of slave baron^ middle laaxv^ xs^ass. 
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white, and slave, are ultimately irreconcileable, and 
essentially hostile, to each other. 

Its Legislative and Executive are all that inteli- 
lect and energy can make them, but they cannot 
create the material wanting to success. 



PART I. 
THE "MATERUL BASEB'' 



We test item by item, the Nationality of the 
South by this same unquestioned theory of Na- 
tionality, and ask, in the first place, what are its 
Material Bases, that is to say, its " Territory, 
Labour, and Population,'' and whether they will 
enable it to defy the North, or to exist apart 
from it. 

The energies of civilisation and the genius of 
war can only act through existing material condi- 
tions. Of these, the mightiest, and the only ones 
that remain the same, are those great geographical 
features, that present unalterable conditions of 
attack and defence, and a certp^in, unceasing influx 
ence in an uniform direction. 

The GEOGRAPHICAL, or TEKEITOEIAL UNITY 
of America, is proved by Precedent^ Authority^ and 
War. Historical analogies everywhere prove the 
force of geographical unity : authorities prove it. 
The course and strategy of the present war prove it* 



The South, ^ 



Territory, Labour, and Population. 1 
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The special and extraordinaiy Material Unity of 
the American continent is one of the most remark- 
able and influential facts in the whole world. 

Other comitries, — all countries, — Italy, Eussia, 
France, have felt the irresistible power of this na- 
tural law. Admitted as regards other countries, it 
applies a fortiori to America. 

As Italy was kept in pieces, very much by her 
extreme length and narrowness, her open coasts, 
and midland mountain ranges. — As the natural 
fortresses of Switzerland have often kept despotism 
at bay. — As the nearness of Ireland to England 
has retained her to the British sceptre. — As the 
great material disturbing force of this continent, 
and for two centuries, has been the natural effort 
of Eussia to communicate with Europe through 
Poland, and to seek her outlets at the Sound and 
the Bosphorus. — As in all these and other in- 
stances, time and space, represented by geographi- 
cal facilities or obstacles, have produced, and must 
ever produce certain great results, — so in reference 
to America, where the natural features are on a 
vaster scale, and material unity more marked than 
in any other country of the world, we are bound 
to inquire, when considering the issues of the pre- 
sent struggle, on which side are these marked ad- 
vantages, and against whom are these permanent 
influences, so apt to prevail in the end, and which 
cannot be destroyed, and which are before and 
after every conflict, and always the same ? 

Afijain, all the great men who have dealt with 
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American questions, have either pointed with awe 
and wonder at the pecidiar force of this influence, 
or have failed or fallen, in trying to counteract it. 
Take some instances : — 

It was the policy of the rebel Colonel Burr, to 
seize New Orleans, with the view " to powerfully 
bridle the upper country." He foreshadowed the 
policy of the Secessionists, thinking to separate the 
Western States, and add Mexico. Of him Jefferson 
wrote to La Fayette, " the man who could expect 
" to effect this with American materials, must be a 
" fit subject for Bedlam.'' 

It was the opinion of Napoleon that " so long 
'' as he held it (New Orleans), he had in his hands 
" the fixture greatness of the United States, and he 
" would never have ceded it, had he not been 
" desirous of creating a counterpoise to the mari- 
" time strength of England.'^ 

" There is," said Thomas Jefferson, in 1802, 
" there is on the globe one single spot, the posses- 
" sor of which is our natural and inevitable enemy. 
" It is New Orleans.'' 

And in 1803, he writes, " the occlusion of the 
" Mississippi, is a state of things in which we 
" cannot exist. * * * The use of the Missis- 
'^ sippi, so indispensable, that we cannot hesitate 
" one moment to hazard our existence for its main- 
" tenance ; whatever power, other than ourselves, 
" holds the country east of the Mississippi, becomes 
" our natural enemy." 

Since these opinions were uttered, the balance 
of population, and wealth-power, has steadily gra- 
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vitated towards the banks and the great branches 
of the Mississippi. 

Since then, De Tocqueville declared, that " the 
" Geographical position of the country contributed 
'^ to increase the facilities which the American 
" legislators derived from the manners and customs 
" of the inhabitants ; and it is to this circumstance, 
" that the adoption, and the maintenance, of the 
" Federal system is mainly attributable." 

Lastly, in 1862, President Lincoln, quoting 
Washington, thus puts the argument. " These 
" outlets, east, west and south, are indispensable : 
" which of the three may be best, is no proper 
" question — all are better than either, and all of 
" right belong to that people and their successors 
" for ever. True to themselves, they will not ask 
'' where the line of separation shall be. They will 
" vow rather that there shall be no such line. 
" Physically speaking we cannot separate'^ 

War teaches the same lesson. The possessor of 
Vichshurg and New Orleans can strangle the great 
natinral artery, and cut the spinal cord of the aggre- 
gate life. They can unite or separate the East 
and West. 

The north-west and centre cannot let the river 
go, nor do the possible guarantees exist, nor can 
they ever be invented, whereby an independent 
South could secure to them a free navigation. 

The Mississippi is the gate of the north-west and 
centre — ^they will keep the keys. It is the door of 
their house — they will protect its threshold. It is 
their thorousjhfare — they will have no toUkeepers 
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and no obstructions. It is their moving road — 
they will have no shooting from behind the hedge, 
no batteries to rake it from shore to shore for 600 
miles. The Mississippi takes them to their best 
customers in peace, and it floats through the empire 
a navy equal to 100,000 fighting men. It bisects 
the slave empire in the south and west, just as its 
tributaries invade its central territory, and as 
mountain ranges bisect and invade it, from the 
Potomac to South Tennessee. 

The north-west and centre must be conquered^ 
and dead^ and buried^ before the mouths of the 
river will be surrendered to any other keeping. 
The world cannot expect America to strangle 
herself. 

Were the South an empire fall-fledged to-morrow, 
it would still be war, latent or patent, still war 
irrepressible, eternal, and exterminating — till hu- 
man nature be changed, the mountains of the 
border land and central south collapse, or the river 
flow back to its source. 

§ 

The Mountain Eanges are as remarkable in their 
influence as is the great river. They complete the 
geographical unity of America. In other coimtries 
they combine with climate to separate, isolate, and 
sever. Here they combine with the river to unite 
and to complete. In other countries they form 
zones from east to west. Here they run from 
north to south, and offer frequent openings. Again, 
they extend from the north of the Potomac, along 
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North Carolina, and to and through the southern 
boundary of Tennessee, even to the State of Missis- 
sippi. Hence the reason why the South carried the 
war to the frontiers. Here is an open strategy, 
either way, for North or South, if they be twain. 
Strongholds and weapons of aflfront, and mutual 
oflfence indestructible, and ever ready for use. 
Thus do the mountains as well as the rivers war 
against disunion. Thus, no halfway house or com- 
promise of territory is possible. The South must 
have Washington or nothing. The mountain ranges 
from Carolina to Washington will either be, as 
mountains always have been, the homes and strong- 
holds of hardy freemen, and the outposts of the 
Capitol, overawing the South, or the outposts of 
Eichmond, threatening or commanding the North. 
The mountains connect with the North, and sever 
from " the South," all but the first tier of States 
next to the ocean, and for the mere Gulf States no 
man cares. 

§ 

The three great rules of Military Science, which 
it of course applies according to actual geography, 
are in substance as follows ; — 

1st. Concentrate. Beat minorities by majorities. 

2nd. Operate by the shortest lines, and, by gain- 
ing time, thus again concentrate. 

3rd. Move on, and destroy the enemies' com- 
munications and supplies, without endangering 
your own. 
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Now mark the conditions under which these 
maxims have to be applied to the present contest. 
Supposing the South to be a separate power, not 
lying helplessly at the feet of the North, but a real 
independent people, we have seen that it could at 
any time, and in any quarrel, blockade the inner 
country, at a distance of a thousand miles, and 
strangle much of its commerce, impose duties, levy 
tolls, occasion breaking of bulk, necessitate land 
transit, and intercept vessels of war. 

What vrould result from this ? On the one side 
— that of Northern unity, we see the strongest in- 
ducement that could be oflfered to a nation, namely, ^ 
the avoidance of a standing and imminent menace \ 
to commercial life, and political honour. And 
that same side is also endowed by nature with an 
unchangeable vantage ground and system of natural 
means, in alliance with superior numbers, wealth, 
intelligence, and appliances, to prevent or to re- 
move this peril, and to turn back its point against 
the South, with deadly effect. 

For what would the Mississippi say evermore to 
the North. It would cry aloud, " Here are rich 
slopes and open pastures, and I am the way to 
them. I will bear you rapidly and safely through 
some 10,000 miles of water way that penetrates 
and interpenetrates the South. I am your stra- 
tegy. I will concentrate your masses on the 
fractions of the foe. I will give you the shortest, 
because' the easiest and swiftest lines. I will 
open behind, or in the front, or flank, of every 
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"Southern army, communications by which you 
" cut theirs oSr 

Whether the fature of America be peace or war, 
the eighty or ninety thousand miles of internal 
steam navigation, will be one of its mightiest facts. 

We say, strategy tends to forbid disunion, or to 
cancel it if eflfected. And consider what a mighty 
thing strategy is ! The great water and land fea- 
tures of continents — a chief element in all struggles 
for empire — remain from eternity to eternity, as it 
were, in comparison with man's transient pursuits, 
and direct or circumscribe the movements of armies 
and of fleets. 

It results from a complete view of the whole 
geographical question, in its commercial and stra- 
tegical aspects, that be America slave or free, 
oligarchic or democratic, she cannot be divided. 

We can only here suggest, as it were, the outline 
of momentous considerations, of the force of which 
the reader will be the more conscious, as he is the 
better read, or as his reason is the better dis. 
ciplined. 

Thus, were the South for a time successftd, here 
are for the North perpetual guarantees of re-union, 
and irresistible inducements to war against that side 
which would-be statesmen and generals, without a 
suspicion of the irony of their position, attempt in 
argument to maintain. 

Iron roads, of course, may compete with water 
roads; but more than enough remains, and must 
always remain, to warrant all we have said of the 
great river and its tributaries. They aflPord cheap 
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transit always, cannot be worn out, removed, and 
broken up, like iron, in war, and are always 
essential. 

The teacbing of geography confirms all othet 
teaching, that America, whatever eke she be, will 
be for ever one. Of all countries in the world, 
she, more than any other country, for reasons 
conmiercial, social, and political, must be one- 
she cannot be otherwise. If any man think other- 
wise, he has only to remodel military science ; to 
alter mountain ranges ; to turn back the Missis- 
sippi or open Niagara, and guarantee perpetual 
free passage through frozen latitudes northward; 
to quench for ever the intensest and most powerftd 
of nationalities — to reverse immutable motives of 
self-interest ; and to extinguish the greed of com- 
mercial gain and genius of conmiercial enterprise. 
He has only to do these little things, and a few 
other trifles like them, and the Slave Empire may 
flourish in the stead of the North, to the destruction 
of free institutions and of the American nation. 



LABOUR is the next item. It constitutes, with 
territories and population, the Material Basis of a 
country. It possesses, — ^where equal conditions 
prevail, where every man has citizen rights, and 
where there exist no feudal and corporate institu- 
tions of overpowering obstructive and retrograde 
influence — a, political power and character as great 
and peculiar as its material results. In commerce, 
the equal conditions of this labour-power would 
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alone be quite decisive against slavery or any otlier 
form of oligarchy. Thus Labour presents to the 
South two alternatives, — to retain the enforced 
character of labour, and gradually to sink with the 
political superstructure, and succumb to the propa- 
gandism of freedom, or, yielding at once to that 
propagandism, with the material advantages, to 
adopt also the political consequences of freedom. 

The South must be free or slave. If slave, then 
without monopolies or Northern protection, its 
comparative exhaustion is guaranteed. If free, 
capital will be subdivided and wealth distributed^ 
and lirst. Interests^ then Ideas^ and lastly Institu^ 
ticms^ will become democratic and free. 

This alternative, which cannot be avoided, is 
fatal to the labour or the institutions of the South. 

This is proved hy Precedent^ Authority^ and Human 
Nature. The wasted territories of the South proved 
it ; all authorities before and since De Tocqueville 
prove it (and De Tocqueville said all that has been 
said since, against slave labour) ; the motive forces 
of hiunan nature prove it. 

The slave system was always only a bubble that 
had got to burst. The land area could not always 
extend, and the external slave trade must become 
impossible, and slavery also not only a crime, but 
a failure. Monopolies of land, labour, and price 
— the last insured her by the anti-Indian policy 
of English premiers — ^were thus kept up for the 
South, but England may not always be unstates- 
manlike. Labour already has ceased to be servile^ 

B 
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and in 1860 land was denied to farther servile 
experiments by the American nation. 

If the character of Southern industry be changed 
from slave to free, the change must destroy the only 
class that has any permanent interest in slavedom, 
Oligarchic rule, or Secession, — and replace it hy its 
direct Industrial^ Moral^ and Political opposite. 

Secession may work as long as the mean whites 
do not discover their masters' interest and their 
own to be irreconcileable. It will cease whenever 
the "States" recover from the dictation of South 
Carolina. 



The double process of the relative depreciation 
of the South, as compared with the North, and of 
the alienation of everything good and progressive 
from the Carolinian dictators, cannot be concealed 
from their dependents, and is abundantly proved 
by the census, that great evangel of Freedom, and 
many eye-witnesses. Their testimony, amplifying 
and confirming the arguments of De Tocqueville, 
ought to be, and is so well known, that it is 
unnecessary to repeat in detail, quotations so often 
repeated already. 

But in proportion to the growing intelligence 
and intercourse of the Southern population, must 
be its appreciation of such representative facts as 
the following : 

In 1790, population^ in Free and Slave States, 
was about equal. It is now as 18 free to 12 slave. 

In 1790, the Slave State area in square miles. 
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was to the Free State area, as 212,685, to 124,380. 
In 1860, it was 851,448, to 1,078,450, 

Immigrants to United States go north. 

Industrious and enterprising poor wliites go 
north from the Slave States, 

So immense is the importance and value of im- 
migration to the free north, that, as is well known, 
it is calculated that immigration alone, from 
foreign parts, fi-om 1850 to 1860, added to the na- 
tional wealth a sirni more than one third greater than 
the whole debt on the \st July^ 1863.* The Homestead 
Act will of course increase these results. 

In 1850, there were 58,000 native North Caro- 
linians in the Free West, and 180,000 Virginians 
in Free States. 

The slaveholders discourage manufactures, as 
being a nucleus for free whites, and for free propa- 
gandism, capital, and power. 

In 1850 the cash value of Farms, Farming im- 
plements, and machinery, in dollars, was, in the 
Free States, 2,233,054,619, and in the Slave 
States, 1,184,765,954. 

In 1857, the capital in Free States was, in dol- 
lars, 261^924,310. The loans and discoimts were 
493,916,031. The same, respectively, were in the 
Slave States, only 108,910,376 and 190,540,856. 

The large slaveholders profited by the wreck of 
everything else, — of the mean whites, the negroes, 
and even of the smaller slaveholders. 

Governor Hammond of South Carolina, stated 

' * See the Hon. E. J. Walker's tracts (Ridgway) for detaile4 

proofs of this. 



\ 
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that of 300,000 whites of his native State, there 
were 50,000 whose industry was not enough to 
procure honestly proper support, and the Hon. J. 
H. Lumpkin, of Georgia, declared that the poor 
whites were degraded^ half fed^ half clothed^ igno- 
rant^ and without any just appreciation of character. 

On the 20th January, 1861, the tax on slaves 
was 16 dollars each; formerly 75 cents. 

Land that was at 30 dollars cannot, since the 
war, be sold at any price, and the nominal price 
in Cotton States is averaging 3 dollars per acre, 
and 5, if fenced, &c. 

After an agricultural career of 250 years, the 
average price of cultivated land there, is no more 
than 8 dollars per acre ; in free Ohio, after a career 
of 50 years, it is 20 dollars. 

Agricultural slavery is unprofitable in the 
Border States, and only retained by a powerful 
oligarchy of slave breeders^ and accordingly, in 
Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri, and 
Virginia, there was even previous to 1860, a steady 
reduction of the per centage of slave population. 

But perhaps the most suggestive of all the facts 
bearing upon Southern " Unity," is the fact, that 
pending Lincoln's election, the South began to 
clear the Slave States of free negroes. They were 
given a fixed time to leave, and after that were 
seized, hired out, or sold. 

Mr, Weston tells us : — 

" The negro slave indicates infallibly a rich soil. He can 
exist nowhere else, his function in political economy heing to 
destroy everything which is destructible, and to improve nothing. 
The valley of the Nile could sustain him in undiminished num- 
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66rs, the bounty of nature which enriches it being annual and 
perennial. But wherever the soil is exhaustible, he will exhaust 
it. * * * The slaveholder takes to best lauds — first, be- 
cause he has the means to coaimand his choice, and next, be- 
cause none but the best lands can bear the burdens he imposes 
upon them. His mission being, not to ameliorate, but to de- 
vastate, he never goes upon land which needs improvement in 
order to be made profitable, but devolves upon free labour the 
necessity of both reclaiming natural wastes^ and of restoring 
fields blasted by servile cultivation" — The Progress of Slavery 
in the United States^ by G, M. Weston, p. 19, 

And another eye-witness says : — 

** If it could be made certain that ten years hence the pre- 
sent labour system of Mississippi would be superseded by the 
free labour system, I have little doubt that twenty years hence 
the wealth of Mississippi would be at least tenfold what, under 
the present system, it is likely to be, and the whole cot^ntry 
and the world would be some degrees happier than it is now 
likely to be." — A Journey in the JBaok Country, p. 296. 

The Eichmond Examiner also, as quoted by 
Victor (p. 21, V. 2), was led to observe: — 

"Erom 1816 to 1845, cismontane lands (Eastern Virginia, 
which produced most of the slaves for the market) went down 
12J per cent, in the face of a transmontane appreciation of 50 
per cent, — a comparative loss to Eastern Virginia of 62 J per 
cent!" 

We close this summary of well known quotations 
and facts, by the testimony of the Hon, C. C. Clay of 
Alabama, respecting his native county of Madison. 
He says, " numerous farm houses, once the abode 
" of industrious and intelligent freemen, now occu- 
" pied by slaves, or tenantless, deserted and dilapi- 
u dated. Fields once fertile, now unfenced, aban- 
" doned, covered with foxtail, and bromsedge. A 
" country in its infancy, where 50 years ago scarce 
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*' a forest tree had been felled by axe of pioneer, is 
^' already exhibiting the painful signs of senility and 
^' decay^ apparent in Virginia and the Garolinasy 



Is it in human nature, even in the South, to fail 
either to see, comprehend, or act upon these facts ? 
If it be not, how must they work upon the relations 
between the 190,000 slaveholders and their present 
tools and victims ? 

South Carolina will find that the interests of the 
States are not that she should be sovereign, — that 
she cannot bully the South as she did the North, — 
that she must choose between bribing the breeding 
States with " Protection,'' and the other States 
with " free trade in slaves,'' — that the Mississippi 
is carrying the balance of power away from her^ 
— and that her fighting mean whites will not uphold 
a "Statesmanship" or "executive," that cannot 
provide slaves for their idleness, avarice and lust, 
— or Territory, that their barbarous squatter cul- 
ture may not at once cease to exist. 

The monopolising South has been enabled to 
combine, at the expense of the rest of the world^ the 
worst monopoly in the world, with the great maxims 
of free trade, — it has bought the slave and his 
labour in the cheapest market, and sold the cotton 
in the dearest. 

It is now more than seventeen years since the 
whole cotton world began to go up to South Carolina 
to be taxed* It is time it had done, India, the 

* In 1846-7 cotton rose 3</and 5d, and then came fears 
of cotton famine, and Mr. Bright's Committee. It should be 
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Slave, the American, the Englishman, are paying 
the penalty. The low exhaustive culture system, 
and the premature exhausted lives of many gene- 
rations of negroes ; the cost to England of slave 
squadrons by the million sterling ; the suppression 
of a vast natural trade in and with the cotton dis-^ 
tricts of the world; the dislocation now of our 
own mightiest industry ; the assault on the cheapest 
and best of all working constitutions, with the con- 
sequent war debts, desolations, and carnage ; all 
this is the cost of the South, and the world can't 
afford to keep it up. This is the cost of that 
mighty system of protection which nourished, 
strengthened, matured, that long silent war on the 
industry of the world, and that long prepared 
aggression on the morality, constitution, and life of 
the American Government and people. We say, 
unless the outer world agree perpetually to keep 
this system up by force, to subsidy it, and to fight 
its battles, it will fall of its own weakness and 
rottenness. 

Free trade in cotton will, after all, be cheaply 
bought by England, whether the practical mono- 
poly of the South be superseded by free markets 
elsewhere, or by the re-organization of labour 
which will soon be effected there. 

Free government will be cheaply bought by 
America, if her stupendous future be cleared in 
advance of the dictation of a slavery oligarchy, its 
only considerable anomaly. The labour system of 

noted tbat one farthing per lb. on 920,000,000 lbs., the con- 
sumption of 1856, equals about one million steyling. 
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the South is therefore ineflPective, exhaustive, de- 
moralising, and aggressive. It is, in fact, no labour 
system at all, but rather a system of war, a State 
of chronic civil war, wherein all the forces of the 
state are organised against the productive element, 
to keep it at a certain low and safe productive 
power. It is a system of organised idleness, giving 
the idlers means and opportunity for disturbing all 
the workers of the world, and for plotting against 
their security. The South stands upon the problem, 
of how to turn one nation of men into a nation of 
animals, that another may have leism^ to become 
a nation of conspirators and tyrants,— of how to 
exhaust the soil, and extend the system of ex- 
haustion by a policy which would destroy other 
political systems, and force war upon a peaceful, a 
laborious, and a prosperous nation. 

For forty years, it was a chronic civil war, waged 
by fugitive slave laws, and by laws of death for 
the second teaching of slaves to read. It was a 
war against all intellect or intelligence — a war 
against all news of slave insurrections — a war of' 
Lynch law upon propagandists, missionaries, or 
free speakers— a war by armies of overseers and 
bloodhounds — ^by manacles, the lash, the gibbet, 
and the stake. 

For a system that assumed to keep human be- 
ings, and to treat them as animals, all these things 
were but logical and indispensable, but,— not to be 
too general, the following specific instances of the 
actual policy of Slaveholders may suffice: — 
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** The sugar planters upon the sugar coasts in Louisiana, had 
ascertained that as it was usually necessary to employ about 
twice the amount of labour during the boiling season, they 
could by excessive driving night and day during the boiling 
season, accomplish the whole by one set of hands. By pursuing 
this plan, they could afford to sacrifice a set of hands once in 
seven years^ — Weld's " Slavery as it is.*' 

** There are two systems pursued among us,*' said a benevolent 
planter^ <* one is to make all we can out of a negro in a few years, 
and then supply his place with another." — Key to Uncle TonCs 
Cabin, 

*^ And if any slaves against whom a proclamation has been 
issued, shall stay out and do not immediately return home, it 
shall be lawful for any person whatsoever, to kill and destroy 
such slaves by such ways and means as he shall think fit, with- 
out accusation or impeachmenjb for the same.*' — Bevised Statute 
of South Carolina. 

Hitherto the slave has been retained in his place 
with only partial insurrections, (which the South 
has not succeeded in keeping entirely from the 
outer world), because though they might rise they 
had nowhere to run to. All this is changed. There 
are cities of refuge for the black round a frontier 
of 2000 miles. The North has gone from conni- 
vance to neutrality, and from neutrality to propa- 
gandism and help. The gunboats of the Republic 
will haunt every river, and every shore, and in- 
stead of missionaries to hang, and negroes to bum, 
there is the armed Puritan race of the North, out- 
numbering the South, and who from the fatal hour 
when the South made slavery a national question, 
have resolved that it is a national danger to be 
avoided, and a public foe to be destroyed. 
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§ 

We have already shown that the slave area must 
henceforth be limited and narrowed. It remains 
to show that owing to the very natm^e of the 
whole system, it must expand territorially, or die. 

We say that the inability of the unprotected 
slave system, — owing to its want of science, capital, 
confidence, and skilled labour,-— to vary, increase, 
or maintain production, necessitates Territorial 
Expansion over fresh virgin soils. 

The history of the struggle amply proves this 
position, and it is ably and amply illustrated by 
Olmstead, and the author of " Slavery and Seces- 
sion," showing how the extraordinary cheapness of 
land in the Cotton States, averaging three dollars 
per acre, and five if fenced and ready for the plough, 
whilst for instance to manure an acre would cost 
twenty dollars in labour, renders either manuring, 
draining, or resting the land a work of superero- 
gation and of extravagance. 

Expansion is a political as well as an industrial 
necessity. It is wanted as much for votes as cotton. 
It has brought wars and would bring war for ever at 
intervals, long or short, and with war a more entire 
dependence on the slave's work, and a speedier in- 
dustrial exhaustion. 

But for a territorial expansion four things are 
necessary : 

1st. The final defeat of Northern arms. 

2nd. The retension of slaves. 



r 
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3rd. The extension of the African slave-trade* 
to adequately till and colonise the new States. 

4th. The neutralisation of the superior influ- 
ences and propagandism of a regime of freedom. 

We believe that each of these conditions is 
equally and absolutely an impossibility. Without 
the freest trade in and the ftiUest supply of slaves, 
fresh territory would be to the South the ghastliest 
of mockeries. The South could not occupy them, 
and they would be either a wilderness or simply 
fresh fields and pastures new for Northern enter- 
prise, and nurseries of Northern power. The ex- 
ternal slave-trade is nevertheless a premiss in the 
infernal logic of the South. 

On its other two essentials, the retention of 
slaves, and the neutralisation of free soil and labour 
propagandism, a few words may be necessary 
hereafter. 

The questions of territorial expansion and of the 
maintenance and extension of slave labour, are 
questions only in one sense, that of time ; military 
events may prolong or shorten the suspense, but 
cannot revoke the will of God, or the nature of 
things and of man. 



POPULATION. 

Population is the remaining '^ Basis " of Nation- 
ality, and, in America, is not only the raw mate- 

* " Planting our standard in the very faces of our adversaries 
we propose, as the leading principle of Southern Slavery, to re- 
open and legitimate the slave-trade."— Charleston Standard. 
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rial of armies, but also of Cabinets, of Presidents, 
and of Policies. 

As regards the question of Southern nationality, 
the population of America resolves itself into four 
groups or divisions, — Northern Whites, Southern 
Whites, Border Whites, and Negroes, 

Taking the whole at thirty-one millions: the 
North would count eighteen millions ; the South, 
six millions; the Border States, three millions; 
and the negroes, four millions. 

There were for these, practically, three possible 
combinations : the eighteen millions North against 
the six, the three, and the four ; or the six millions 
South against the eighteen, the three, and the four ; 
or the Border States and the South against the 
negroes and the North. 

In other words, twenty-five millions against si^ 
millions; or eighteen against thirteen; or nine 
millions against twenty-one. 

It has been Lincoln's policy to isolate the South ; 
to reduce the ten millions of the Slave States to six 
millions ; and to add the four million slaves to the 
twenty-one millions of Border States and North, 
by a policy that should conciliate and use the 
negroes, without encountering, but rather by con- 
verting the public opinion of Northern Whites. 
To arouse the feeling of nationality, in advance of 
that of abolitionism. 

Putting the Border States and the Slaves toge- 
ther, with their respective four and three millions, 
we get an aggregate of seven millions, which, 
leaving one side to join the other, in effect doubles 
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itself, and makes a difference amounting to the 
enormous item of fourteen out of thirty-one millions. 

So far for weight of population, which Lincoln's 
policy has to a great extent conquered for the 
North. Let us now again contrast — ^by the test of 
actual votes polled at the last presidential election, 
—National Union with Southern Divisions. 

The Slave Democrat only polled seventeen to 
sixteen, in Democratic Convention; seventy-two 
against forty-eight, in Electoral college, not count- 
ing votes for Lincoln ; 518,023 less than the com- 
promise slave Democrat, in the Popular vote. 

He polled not halfihe niunber of votes polled for 
the other two candidates together, leaving votes 
for Lincoln out of the question. 



It cannot, however, honestly be denied, that even 
such portion of these six millions. South, as may 
be really for Disunion, well led, and organised, as 
they are, might be amply, and more than amply 
sufficient to defy the armies of the North, or to 
survive defeat, and reappear to triumph, had it the 
inspiration of any great ideal, or the might of any 
lofty principle, to uphold it against foes within and 
without. 

It therefore remains, as the most effectual part 
of this investigation, to examine the Individuality, 
or character,— the community of ideas, or unity 
of purpose of the South, arising out of its special 
ideas, character, principles and interests. 

In a word, what are the Interests, or what are 
the Principles of the South, that can mthstand 
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Northern Propagandism and arms. In default of an 
answer, the cause of Southern nationality goes by 
default. 

It were not enough even to say, that because it 
has a competent territory and population, the 
South has but to will to be free. We grant the 
truism implied. But the will depends on Principle 
and Interest^ and the Interest must he natural^ per- 
manent^ and general^ and the Principle strong^ and 
universal^ or it affords no support for National 
movements. 

" Independence'' without this proviso, were but 
a phrase signifying the figment and crotchet of a 
faction, and having nought to do with the symbol 
of a nation's Unity or Will. 



PART 11. 
INDIVIDUALITY, OR UNITY, 

OF 

THE SOUTH. 

We proceed then to ask, what is the Indivi- 
duality, or Unity of the South ? What is its 
Oneness or Community of circumstances, ideas, 
and interest, arising either from its Institutions^ 
Race^ Boundary^ Language^ or Religion? 

Is it not evident, that of these five national 
Unities, four, not only cannot be claimed, and do 
not exist for the South, but that they belong to the 
enemy, and constitute the larger Unity of the Ame- 
rican nation? "Institution" the South has, but 
we contend that it caimot be called an Unity of 
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Listitution, — ^that it possesses no quality that can 
unite a nation. 

OKgarchy, of which slavery is the chief feature, 
is the only Institution, or pretence of one, that the 
South can oppose to the North. If, therefore, 
Southern Oligarchy and the Slave interest, be 
strong, permanent, and universal enough, to con- 
stitute the nucleus of a nation, the South is a 
nation. If not, not. 



That it is not universal^ is self-evident. It is 
sectional in a section, a minority in a minority. 
To call a slave interest, or an oligarchy, universal, 
were a contradiction in terms. 

That it is not permanently strong, even within 
its own circle, becomes, on an examination of its 
constituent elements, as evident as that it is strong 
for a time, and as a faction. 

The essence of the revolt is the oligarchic spirit 
and power. 

It was oligarchy that first planted slaves in the 
South, and frustrated American efforts for its re- 
moval. 

It was oligarchy that made education — the great 
factor of equality — criminal. 

It was oligarchy that rested for eighty years in 
leisure, and lust, and idleness, on the forced labour 
of a subject race. 

It was oligarchy (an oligarchy, even in 1860, of 
only 190,000 slaveholders) that, for eighty years, 
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cajoled or bullied the Northern majority iiito Sanc- 
tion of slavery. 

It was oligai*chy that denied the manhood of a 
subject race, and then bargained to use the three- 
fifths votes of that race against them and against 
freedom. 

It was oligarchy that sought to put down 
" Squatter Sovereignty^'' to neutralize the votes of 
the free emigrant white. 

It was oligarchy that for years prepared, ma- 
tured, and developed a conspiracy of officials 
against the nation. 

It was oligarchy that carried secession against 
the majority of votes in the South, and that has 
sought, by the aid of foreign alliances, to destroy 
the Union, 

It is oligarchy that must commit suicide, or con- 
tinue to suppress Individual Freedom, and State 
Sovereignty, in the South. 

It was oligarchy that drove out, silenced, sub- 
orned, hung or shot, all "Union shrieking" 
Southerners who would not join them. 

Of these leaders, a pro-slavery TJnicm Democrat^ 
arrested because he was " Union," gives the fol- 
lowing account. As the character of the leaders is 
a main item in the character and individuality of 
the cause, this extract is important : — 

** I sketched off a brief speech which I intended to ask the 
privilege of delivering on the scaffold. I give the speech just 
as I prepared it. I began writing it when they commenced 
hanging our prisoners. 
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* * " Lock at the past history of tho leaders and originators 
of this rebellion. Takcey is a convicted murderer, who killed 
his uncle, Dr. Earl, of South Carolina. Wigfall, a Con- 
federate senator and a general, swindled his employers out of 
their dues, murdering two men in Texas. Eloti), while 
Governor of my native State, was guilty of swindling the State 
out of some i^irty tbousand dollars; while in Buchanan's 
Cabinet, in violation of his oath, he stole, besides large amounts 
of bonds, the guns, forts, and ammunition, of the Federal 
Q-ovemment, to aid in carrying on this infamous rebellion. 
Slidell assisted, while in the United States Senate, to pass 
through Congress that great swindle of the age, the Houman's 
Land Grrant. Bekjam in, your Secretary of War, was expelled 
from a New England College for stealing money and jewelry 
oat of the trunks of his fellow-students. Thompson, the Mis- 
sissippi member of Buchanan's Cabinet, while Secretary of the 
Interior, was a partner in stealing some Indian Trust Bonds, and 
when about to be dismissed for the offence, fled from the Federal 
capital by night, to avoid a prosecution. Cobb, the G-eorgian 
member of Buchanan's Cabinet, speculated in stocks, using 
Government money, and was detected in it ; and all this was 
at a time when ho was acting under oath, as the head of the 
Treasury department. Davis, your President, after his State 
had borrowed millions, led the way in the work of repudiation, 
and in defrauding Mississippi's honest creditors. Toombs, the 
big man of your Government at Eichmond, was the confederate 
of Keitt and Brooks in their attempt to assassinate Sumner. 
SwAK", your Congressman from this district, and an original 
secessionist, is the forger of the Johnson letters to Lawrence, 
with a view to swindle the latter out of ten thousand dollars." — r 
Brottmloto* 8 Sketches of Secession, pp. 335<6. 

But the two great objects of all national institu- 
tions ought to be the freedom of the Individual, and 
the efficiency of the Government 

The Individual and the Nation, — the one com- 

c 
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plete and strong in the commtinity of nations, and 
as towards its own subjects; the other, as an 
element in the raw material of nationality. 

Without freedom, the. Individual, the unit of the 
State decays, and the State falls. Without com- 
petent strength, the State could not protect the 
Individual, and must itself yield to domestic oppo- 
sition, or foreign pressure. 

Where, then, can be the permanent strength of 
the South as a slave power, which degrades the 
four million Blacks, — which degrades the free 
labouring whites by degrading the principles of 
labour, — ^which degrades all by organised lust and 
forced servility, — ^which decomposes and enervates 
society in a thousand ways, which must in the end 
destroy the Government hy destroying the people 9 

And if Slavery cease, where is the Unity of the 
South ? Its only other speciality, oligarchy, which 
was fostered by Slavery, would soon follow its 
fate. 



The Principles and interests that have created 
the South, and constitute its peculiar strength and 
weakness are ; — 

Secession, which without constitutional or re- 
volutionary right, is neither '' Freedom'' nor " In- 
dependence,'' but Anarchy. 

Oligarchic rule and aristocratic influences. 

Degradation of White labour and population, 
by Slavery. 

Unskilled culture system, and forced Negro 
labour. 
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The Principles and interests that created and 
sustain the American nation, — that first sent its 
colonists from Europe, — that trained them to unity 
under the English Crown, — that combined them 
against that Crown, — that led them to enunciate 
the Monroe doctrine (of the Unity of America), 
and to compass the limitation and then the destruc- 
tion, of Slavery, — and that complete the material, 
the moral, the political life of America, are ; — 

The Constitutional Balance between National 
rights. Individual rights, and Municipal rights of 
^^ Sovereign States/' 

Unity and Nationality. 

Independence. 

Equality. 

Order, and Law. 

Freedom. 

Compare the muster roll of these opposing forces, 
which, thank God, are now fighting to the death 
in America, and with no halter round the neck of 
the right, but with superior wealth and numbers, 
as well as with the letter and spirit of legality, 
on the side of the right, and say whether the South 
is anything but a faction hopeless, desperate, and 
doomed. Is Oligarchy a "national cause?'' Is a 
favoured race, a "national interest?" Is a de- 
graded race, and forced unskilled labour, " national 
strength?" 



But we will take nothing for granted. 

c 2 
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We assume that the principles of the South may- 
be carried out.* 

They must be carried out either wholly in cer- 
tain parts, or partially in the whole. 

In the first case, by a territorial division con- 
fining them to certain States. 

In the second, by an alteration of the principles 
of the national Government, admitting slavery 
avowedly into the Constitution, and thus settling 
it, and its exclusive principles of Government 
upon the nation. 

We will put each of these cases in succession, 
and give to them, as we do to felons, the chance 
of every doubt. 

First, suppose that SoutTiern Principles are to he 
carried out wholly^ in certain parts^ i.e. by a Terri- 
torial division confining them to certain States. 

Which would be that Territory? It must be 
either, — 

On both sides of the Mississippi, or 

East of it, or 

West of it. 

To suppose that the South can ever, permanently 
and peacefiilly, hold both sidles of the great river, and 
command it as against the fi-eer, more wealthy, 
more industrious and numerous North, is contrary 
to all Principles, Opinions, and Precedents. It 

* " Convince the people of the South that their Institution 
is wrong, and they will not do as some of their friends on this 
side have done — they will not apologise for it, but they will 
abolish it'^^Index, 1863. 



ITS DILEMMA, 37 

would then challenge the free influences and Pro- 
pagandism of a nation four times its numbers^ 
growing at a greater rate, — of the same Eace, Lan- 
guage, and Eeligion, — and of an inextricably con- 
terminous frontier. It would challenge also the 
principles of American nationality and unity. 

If it possess only one side of the great river, — 
East or West — ^it must either give up the control 
of that river, and assume an inferior and abject 
position (which would hasten its extinction), or it 
must encounter the necessary and eternal opposition 
of the Government it would have failed to sub- 
vert, as well as of the principles of nationality and 
unity, offended by a claim to command the key of 
the great strategic and commercial positions of 
that Continent. 

The grand idea of Eebeldom — to seize, with Ken- 
tucky and Maryland, Pennsylvania, and so to touch 
Lake Erie, and to leave puritan New England " out 
in the cold," in a comer of the Continent, was at 
once dissolved. 

The South-East also is too much in the way, too 
much surrounded by the free world and its influ- 
ences, to retain Oligarchic slave systems. There 
is however another alternative, not perhaps ab- 
solutely closed. 



The whole world is interested in the solution of 
a question, which wolild be the turning point in our 
aggregate Civilisation, Progress, and Religion, for 
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many years, — wliether, the South shall possibly 
maintain itself in the vast South-Westem valley of 
the Mississippi, with its miexhausted virgin soil, 
in the far South of Mexico^ in the Antilles^ and even 
in Central America^ with the limitless area, and 
peculiar conditions of climate. 

Take the following speech in the Senate, in con- 
junction with the admitted and notorious fact, that 
Slavery would not pay, and could not be forced 
into the new Western States, and we see at once 
the mighty future in the far South, towards which 
that party were both led and driven: — 

** I tell the Senators here to-day, that the Southern people 
■will never be satisfied with anything short of Congressicnal 
protection to Slavery in the Territories. "We know our rights 
under the constitution. We stand as equal States in this Con- 
federacy, and we are entitled to equal participation in the com- 
mon property. "We know well that we never can enjoy equal 
possession of the Territories without protection to our property. 
I know well where the Wilmot proviso, and non-intervention, 
and squatter sovereignty would lead. It woidd lead to the 
total exclusion of the Southern States from any Territory 
which is now possessed, or may he hereafter acquired, "We will 
never submit to any such dictation as that. We are entitled 
to the protection of our property, and we intend to have it ; in 
the Union if we can get it, and out of the Union if we cannot 
get it in. ''^ * * We have now in the United States four 
millions and a half of slaves. They increase, according to the 
last Census bill, at the rate of about thirty-two per cent, every 
ten years. If you precipitate ^11 this population into eight or 
ten G-ulf States, we will have, in ten years, 6,000,000; in 
twenty years we shall have 8,000,000, or 9,000,000; and in 
thirty years, 12,000,000 to 15,000,000. In less than twenty 
years the Slave population of the South will largely preponde- 
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rate over the white. Then will come universal emancipation 
by the Federal Government, and such scenes of murder between 
the two races, as has never been seen or heard of in the world's 
history. Such, in my opinion, is the inevitable result, and such 
is the policy of the Free States. They understand, as well as 
as I do, how these things work out, and it is especially their 
course to bring about this very state of things, and in that very 
form. Long before these events occur, the Free States will he 
swelled hy a majority that is irresistible. The Border States 
will be free, the Territories west will be planted into States by 
the hotbed process of Northern abolition emigration, and the 
South will be lying at the very feet of the North. # # # 
"We look infinitely beyond this petty loss of a few negroes. 
We know what is coming. Sir, in this Union, it is universal 
emancipation and the turning loose upon society, in the Southern 
States, of the mass of corruption which will be made by eman- 
cipation. And we intend to avoid it if we can." — -Senator 
Iverson, Dec, 1860. 

Victor's History of the Bebellion, vol. i. p. 75. 

So mucli for the policy of extending Slavery 
Southwards. It would have in its favour a climate 
varying between that of Cairo and mid Africa, and 
against it, the occupancy of Napoleon, and the 
power of the North. 

Even there, it is true, the hand of God, and the 
battle of civilisation must finally overtake and 
overwhelm it, for mid- America must constitute the 
Gates of the Pacific, and the greatest thoroughfare 
in the world. But it might have first an hundred 
years to grow, and if slavery has increased from a 
speck in 1790, to an evil that in 1860 overshadows 
the world, what would it not become by 1900, 
with pride of victory to urge it on, with increased 
momentum of power, prestige, population, and 
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without the partnership of a free nation to 
bring to bear upon it the public /opinion of the 
world ? 

That such an empire once established, would 
soon be rendered amenable to other influences is a 
hltise or a lie. It would have its interests though 
not its principles. It would run its career. Its 
temporary endurance would be as certain as its 
ultimate extinction. It would intensify and ex- 
aggerate its present evil nature, in proportion to 
the evil necessities of its system, to its freedom from 
observation, its remoteness, its isolation, and the 
completeness of its partial trixmiph over the 
North. 

It might grow for an age or ages, in industry and 
in arms. Its baleful civilisation, by dint of a lofty 
directing intelligence, and a Satanic grandeur and 
intensity of the Will, might erect a stupendous 
military despotism, ruling over the brutalised 
negro mass, waging eternal war upon their natural 
human nature and rights, feeding its agriculture 
with imported Africans, ready to fasten instant 
deadly enmity upon any who should question or 
challenge its pretences, and constituting itself a 
natural and necessary ally, with evil systems and 
causes everywhere. 

Its war-basis, the mean white population, would 
grow in brutality, and might multiply in numbers. 
Two out of its three monopolies, — the wasted 
negro life, and the wasted, exhausted, but change- 
able soil, — would remain to it; and between the 



SLAVEEY EUN MAD. 4 1 

rivers, the oceans, and the mountains, it might con- 
fine its slaves. 



But a fate would follow this chivalry, — the logic 
of their own instituted crime. Extended Terri- 
tory was a necessity of the institution ; war was a 
necessity of the institution ; the Slave Trade was 
a necessity of the institution. The mean whites 
were the worst of its products; and the worst 
necessity which their masters would have to re- 
cognise, and to pay. What will they want when 
the war is over? Will they be satisfied with 
praise, while the upper ten get all the pudding? 
What will be their share ? They fought for ex- 
tension of territory, and re-introduction of slaves. 
The slaves will at first be fewer than ever, the 
territory more extended. The one cheaper, the 
other more valuable, and both more necessary. 
What is good for the master, is good for the 
minion — Territory and Slaves, and these they 
must have. Money and plunder, — Booty and 
Beauty, will there be none ; but, disciplined and 
desperate, such as the South has, or can get^ 
must be theirs. What follows ? Why, — the Slave 
system run mad. The Slave aristocracy, now the 
slave of a slave-holding democracy, — Devils 
turned beasts, and beasts hounded on by Devils. 
The rendition of Slaves demanded from the North. 
The right of search denied to the English. The 
hlack flag nailed to the mast of the Pirate empire^ j 



42 THE FALSE NATION. 

and rallying the cohorts of Hell against the Gospel 
and civilisation ! 

If the Slave empire establish itself and remain, 
there is no flaw in the logic that would lead to 
this consummation. 

This it must he^ or nothing. East of the great 
river it cannot last long, for it would be girdled 
and interpenetrated by free influences. We think, 
thank God, that it can exist nowhere — ^that it 
cannot resist the North. But if it do, the South- 
West will be a valley of Death and Hell these fifty 
years, — Europe, the North, and the South, will be 
accursed by it, till at last its dying agonies and 
strife shall shake the world ! 

In the event, impossible, as we believe, of the 
success of the Southern arms, their institutions also 
might remain for a time, and for a long time, in 
the South- West; but all things guarantee the 
ultimate destruction of the system, — now with 
terrible disasters, — then with disasters infinitely 
more terrible. 

Never again will slave cotton command the 
markets of the world, and now, or then, virgin 
soils will be denied by State rights. The mean 
white, as well as the negro, will stand up as man, 
and the labourer, the primum mobile^ will own and 
move himself. 

As to the South, its broken Oligarchy must 
then starve, beg, or work, and the mean whites 
must leave fighting or living. The cowardly, 
chronic war on slaves, the peculiar influence, 
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organization, and terrorism of the dominant race, 
and with these, the evil specialities of the South, 
will disappear, — ^bowled out by the superior 
energies, equipment, and science, of free competi- 
tion, and free labour. Had the South seceded a 
thousand times over, these influences would reunite 
it, after the sole cause of contention, the slave 
aristocracy and impositions, had been excised from 
the body politic. 

We know fiill well, that the Sadducees of this 
generation believe that the Devil is to conquer 
Michael ; and certain filthy dreamers would set up 
the slave power, for the express reason that it 
would soon pull itself down again ; but this chap- 
ter, as indeed the whole book, is written under the 
happy and profound belief, that the great Felon 
Empire will not establish itself west of the Missis- 
sippi, — that it will not be able to resist the influ- 
ences and arms of the North in the Gulf States. 

§ 

Thus, to whatever supposition we may resort, 
of the future of " Secession," we seem driven from 
impossibility to impossibility, from absurdity to 
absurdity, from wrong-doing to despair. 

The attempt to bribe, bully, intimidate, or 
cajole, 27 millions of men, — ^increasing at an un- 
paralleled ratio, — educated, loyal, industrious, 
moral, and prosperous, — ^with organised Govern- 
ment, army and navy to boot, and with splendid 
political talents, and special political aptitude, — 
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out of the heritage of their blood, and history, 
could scarcely be expected to end otherwise. 

The ultimate question is not, and cannot be, 
whether America shall be one or many, — ihat^ the 
physical characteristics of the continent, and the 
intensest nationality that ever existed, decide once 
for all, — ^America cannot be divided. 

The question might rather be put, whether from 
an alliance between "state rights men,'' Demo- 
crats, Copperheads, and Slaveholders, — from this 
conflict of Parties and Principles, or perhaps even 
out of the very cauldron of revolution, some sort 
of interregnum of Despair^ or transition state of 
anarchy, might not arise, wherein the rights of the 
People might be again denied, and an Aristocracy 
denying the special rights of the slave, and the 
general rights of the imprivileged classes, be 
erected on the ruins of the great Eepublic. 

In any possible case. Slavery and the ^ South 
fail.' If they come as a Despotism, seizing the 
reins of Government, they are encountered by 
Individual freedom, organised by conventions and 
by " States." If they come with the cry of 
" State rights," the Individual, and the nation, would 
combine against the fraction that upholds them. 

The South, we say, must submit, or suffer exe- 
cution at the hands of the North. If it had 
force to resist war, it would not have moderation, 
unity, and truth enough for the prostration and 
reactions of peace. Expand it cannot, die it must. 
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§ 

It is then clear, that a territorial compromise, 
such as that of which we have just considered the 
possibility, would encounter both the National and 
Geographical Unities of America. It would jeo- 
pardise its Independence, for to divide and conquer 
a fraction is easier than to divide and conquer the 
whole. 

So far, it would affect, directly and politically, 
the whole of America, though nominally confined 
to a section. 

But what of that portion, that in that case would 
caU itself "North?' Would that be safe? Its 
*^ equality," "order,'' " freedom,"— Its Political, 
moral, or material interests, — would they be secure? 

Dismemberment of a member were easier than 
of the whole Body, and if Equality is not to mean 
order, and Law, and if by freedom, were under- 
stood anarchy, license, or " Secession," what 
would be the result ? 

Why either America would drift down History 
in fragments, or the nation would work out its 
salvation by a Propagandism, which could no 
more be limited by any artificial policy or boun- 
daries North and South, than the ocean could be 
really divided by lines of longitude, or the Ame- 
rican nation kept from assimilating all races that 
come into it. Or if for a moment, the billows of 
American nationality should stand, and divide to 
let the oppressed pass through, they would soon 
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return to sweep over the carrion host of the 
slave-driver, and whelm it like lead in the mighty 
waters I 

We ftirther remark, in the sequel, on the inevi- 
table and irresistible force of a propagandism of 
freedom in America, but prefer not to stay the 
argument here, for considerations which some 
would regard as almost self-evident. 

In fact, such a compromise would be simply to 
set the artificial and the factitious, against the real, 
the national, and the essential. Yea, to confound 
things that are, by things that cannot be. 

No such compromise would be definitive or 
final, or present even the mockery of a settlement, 
that did not repeal universal suffrage, and the two- 
thirds and three-fourths power of amendment, and 
establish arrangements irrespective of the American 
People, and contrary to its Genius and Constitution. 

And what finite power (save internal demora- 
lisation) can effect this as against the North ? — 
To change and turn back the spirit and genius of 
a nation? It is beyond the power of all the 
Devils going, to turn back and sink the single soul 
of any one God-fearing man. What shall turn back 
a nation, — and the American nation ? 



So much for a special local habitation for the 
Oligarchic Slave Power. So much for establishing 
it wholly in any jparts of the People's Continent. 
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We now deal with the second question. Can 
Oligarchy he estahlished partially in the whole^ by 
an alteration of the Principles of the National Go- 
vernment ? 

To this we answer, — 

1st. This arrangement cannot be extorted from 
the American People; and if it could, the end 
would speedily be a total reconstruction of the 
Slave labour system. Slavery would necessarily 
pass away before free labour. Economics, Mora- 
lity, and History, concur in teaching us this con- 
clusion. Further, — Oligarchic Institutions can 
fight no equal battle with an instructed and free 
Democracy. 

First, we say, the Americans would not concur in 
the arrangement. 

The South tried it in the Dred Scott case, 
which was the last double of the South, before the 
war. They could not introduce Slavery by 
State, or Territory, but thought to insinuate it, man 
with master, by attaching the character of Slave 
indelibly to the Individual, independent of State 
or place. It was indeed the last trial of this very 
question^ — " Can Slavery be introduced partially in 
the whole.'' The answer was, '' Lincoln and 
War.'' To carry and maintain such an arrange- 
ment constitutionally, would require not only a 
mere majority of Voters or States, but first two- 
thirds of both Houses of Congress must recom- 
mend the change, or the Legislatures of two-thirds 
of the States must call for a Convention ; and far- 
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ther, any alteration of the Constitution must be 
ratified by the Legislature of three-fourths of the 
States, or by Conventions in three-fourths thereof. 

Any attempt to hedge roimd Slavery with pro- 
tection, would only increase the odium and the 
difficulty. 

Secondly, To enact simply that Slavery shall 
not be suppressed by law, while it is left open to 
fight its way in the market, without the political 
support and armed propagandism of a Slave 
Oligarchy, were only to proclaim that that which 
could never hold its own, with all sorts of mono- 
polies, and social and political forces at its back, 
is now to be abandoned to the attack of all 
comers. 

Slavery, with every advantage in its favour, 
was beaten before by squatter emigrants. How 
should it stand against them now ? 

It required a five-fold monopoly to protect Slave 
labour before. How will free-trade affect it ? 

The astute Southerners feared contact even be- 
tween a few free Blacks and the mass of the Slaves, 
and commanded their immediate departure at the 
time of Lincoln's election. Will the power of social 
propagandism cease when Labour shall combine 
with Capital to help it on, and now that the Slave 
Barons are isolated, and Slavery divorced fi-om its 
alliance with Freedom ? 

Compare the natural relative power of a Propa- 
gandism of Freedom, before the war, and after the 
defeat, or the Compromise. 
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But the fact is, that Slavery in any State, pro- 
duces certain political consequences which assail 
principles dear to America, and which she cannot 
disregard, if she would. 

Slavery being condemned by climate, and by 
political, social, and moral forces, to isolation of 
territory and interest, it follows that the general 
Principle of " State Sovereignty^^ is its natural 
enemy. 

Individual States may form a temporary and 
factious combination with the Slave States; but 
the broad permanent interests and tendencies of 
" State" policies (while saving, of course, munici- 
pal supremacy and sovereignty), will be those of 
the Individual and the Country — of Democracy, 
Nationality, and Freedom. 

The ruling power in America is the majority — 
and not only the power of the majority, and the 
national habit of association for political purposes, 
but the very przncvples of Equality^ which created 
and animate the American nation^ must be abro- 
gated and reversed, before Oligarchic influences 
can prevail. 

Yet if Slavery go, and Oligarchy, the last 
speciality of the South, follows, where is the new 
"nation?'' 



D 
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PART in. 

OEGANIC FUNCTIONS. 

LEGISLATIVE, AND EXECUTIVB. 

Of the three vital conditions of Southern 
" Nationality/' namely, Material Bafees, Unity, or 
Individuality, and Organic Functions, only the 
last remaiBS, and of that we are entitled to say, 
that only half — ^the Legislative, is sound, vigorous, 
and whole ; but there is, we contend, a certainty 
of its having nothing to legislate upon. For, be 
it well observed, an army is not a nation, and to 
assert the military unity of Lee's army, proves 
nothing about Southern " Nationality/' A Legis- 
lative without an Executive is a sorry affair. 
There is statesmanship in plenty, but it cannot 
continue to act, without the continued allegiance 
of the mean whites, and it cannot exist without 
the industry of the Slave. These will be succeeded 
by Free labour, the executioner of the Slave 
Oligarchy. Free labour produces Capital. Capital 
produces Power. Power 'produces Equality or 
JRevolution. 

The Executive of the South, therefore, is proved 
to rest exclusively upon the maintenance of rela- 
tionships, — which appear, as a self-evidenced truth, 
to be uimatin-al, illogical, forced, and suicidal, — 
between the ruling Oligarchy, and the white and 
black victims and instruments of the system. 
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Note also the essential, but at present partially 
suppressed antagonism, between these two pillars of 
the Southern State, — the pillars of industry and of 
military force, — an antagonism which is as fatal to 
their master's cause now, — ^as their inevitable con- 
spiracy would be hereafter. They count as four 
millons to six, almost man for man, million for 
million, in the South, and all the North adverse to 
the ruling Slaveholding Oligarchy. The House 
of the South is divided within, and outnumbered 
without. There are in the South two nations. Black- 
and White, and three economies and interests, — 
the ruling class who take all the prizes,— the Mean 
Whites (whose vices are compounded of the dung- 
hill of Slavery, on which they have been reared, 
and the cesspool of idleness into which they drain), 
— divided from the one class by their poverty, and 
from the other by their pride, — and the Negroes, 
who really industrially upheld the State,— with 
bloodhounds and martial law to make them. 

The "Slave Empire," in fact, represents an 
endless series of Contradictions, Impossibilities, 
and Dangers. 

§ 

Oligarchic influences in the shape of slavery are 
an excrescence on the normal growth of America^ for 
they constitute an Aristocracy of idleness in a 
nation of workers, and an Oligarchy of more than 
feudal arrogance and exclusiveness in a free con- 
tinent. They are an anomaly m a Herp^lv^-^ ^sx>^. 
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monopolies apart, an anachronism, and an impos- 
sibility in the 19th century. '^ Secessiori^ can have 
no permanerd organic Ufe^ and the seeds of essential 
decay were from the first in its constitution, — for 
the relations between State and Confederacy, 
between the Governors and the Governed, between 
Master and Servant, between Man and Woman, are 
all, not only not conservative, but revolutionary, 
destructive, vicious, or tainted* It has no unity in 
Sace^ for there are four millions against six ; no 
. family or social bond, for the power that makes 
the Black Woman the chattel of the White Man, is 
license to polygamy and adultery combined, and 
reacts in licentiousness on the youth, prevents 
marriage, taints the bloody eats into the heart of 
the social and family system, and brings jealousies^ 
disease, deterioration, and rottenness, upon the 
White. 

If marriage be the cement and increase of States, 
then the South turns power into weakness, and 
cohesion itself into centrifugal force. The South 
again has no permanent unity in Institution^ for it is 
an oligarchy set over republicans. None in Terri- 
tory^ for, as we have seen, rivers and mountains 
from the North bisect it, interpenetrate it, and 
invade it. It has no middle class — and a middle 
class would be fatal to it. The interests of the 
" White trash" are essentially against their mas- 
ters, and the industrial class is sometimes latent, 
sometimes patent, and always in real antagonism to 
the faction that fights,and the other faction that rules. 
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It has no real coherence^ for to attach to itself Texas, 
Indiana, Iowa, Arkansas, and Missouri, were, with 
the Mississippi between, and a hostile nationality 
on both sides, more difficult than for France to 
control Ireland. 



The Slave Empire, then, we say, has no indi- 
vidual, industrial, or political elements of nationa- 
lity, that are not overborne a thousand fold. It 
represents Monopoly, of cotton ; — Lust, after the 
female chattel Black; — Ignorance, for it murders 
teachers ; — Idleness, for it weds work with degrada- 
tion; — Eepudiation and robbery, of Bonds and 
debts, and war material and stores ; — Violence, for it 
claimed to overhaul the mails, and suppress aboli- 
tionist contents, sent the bowie knife and revolver 
to the ballot box, and attacked the right of speech, 
and repressed that of petition even in the national 
Congress. It represents a political system that 
acknowledges expansion or destruction as its essen- 
tial and unalterable conditions, and a labour sys- 
tem that can only co-exist with degradation in the 
labourer, and ignorance and want of capital in the 
master, — ^and this, for the future, in competition 
with the freest, the most generally intelligent, and 
the richest nation of the earth. It assails Society 
at both ends^ and in the middle^ for it contradicts 
the principle of individual freedom, violates the 
sanctity of marriage, whilst its " slave sovereignty'' 
impugns the wider principle of national Integrity. 
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It tries to found a Nation on the denial of those 
individual and collective relationships, which 
alone are the factors of Nationality. 

It asserts, by the essential character of the sys- 
tem, that Marriage and Children have no rights, 
— Motherhood no holiness, — Fatherhood no duties, 
Souls no value, — Slaves no manhood, — Slave- 
holders no principle. It makes Slaveholders' wives 
little better than mistresses of seraglios. Its army 
depends on a temporary adjustment of irrecon- 
cileable interests. Its existence, as a Government, 
depends upon a partial and one-sided^application of 
the very principle of Secession upon which it is 
founded. 

The immense energies exerted by the South in 
this war, demonstrate the mighty issues depending 
upon it. In like manner the eagerness of Euro- 
pean Statesmen, and of the " Times," for the 
division and humiliation of the North, demon- 
strates the inconceivable worth of that Union to 
the universal People, and the great national duty 
of upholding it against all comers, wherever or 
whatever they may be. 

The Oligarchy cannot exist without Slavery and 
the mean Whites ; but the Slaves and the mean 
Whites can exist very well without those who feed 
upon them. Slavery could not continue without poli- 
tical supremacy, but that cannot exist together with 
the Eepublic. Therefore the Republic and the 
Slaveholding faction must contend, till the latter 
submit or be exterminated. 



•am 



ITS " CORNER STONES." 55 

The Slave revolt is a stupendous blunder and 
folly. A movement jfrom beneath, beforehand 
desperate and bootless. A faction, against universal 
Humanity, peace, and civilisation. A community 
of hate, fear, and interest, based on that which the 
world is resolved to see destroyed, and which has 
simply got to be destroyed, even though the farce 
were rehearsed of setting up a Slave Eepublic to- 
day, to be pulled down inevitably to-morrow. 

§ 

These then are the comer stones of the Southern 
edifice, fixed and sure ! These the constituent 
elements of the Southern " Unity !" These are 
the brethren of the Southern " nation !" These 
the bonds of its constituent items, — the incentives 
to co-operation, respect, and cohesion! But if 
chattels could run in numbers while the North 
was hostile, — if then the " Patriarchar* South 
was organised as necessarily for the chase of 
fugitives, as for the cultivation of cotton, — ^what 
becomes of the industry when the workmen are 
in stampede? If that system can pay, — if the 
South can live on fighting,— if they who rose and 
ran before, will be quiescent and satisfied now, — 
if, in fact, the Men lose all attributes of manhood, 
and all ideas of self-interest, — then the name of 
Nation may remain for a while, and half the South 
will have lost all elements of human value, that 
" nationality'' may be written on its tomb. 
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Slavery, should it not be destroyed from without, 
will commit suicide ; and America, given over by 
legitimacy to die, as it were, in the pips, without 
a struggle,— at the first crisis in her infant life, 
will flourish by the conservative forces inherent in 
a People when all classes are more uniform, — ^where 
Intelligence is imiversal, — ^where all possess a stake 
in the national existence, — ^where no corporate in- 
terests exist to obstruct and aggravate Progress 
into Eevolution, and where the dignity of Labour, 
the Freedom and culture of the Man, and the 
greatness and authority of the Eepublic, are not 
as in the South, contradictory terms, but co- 
ordinate means to the end of universal progress. 

We have shown that the South, as against the 
North, has neither adequate Material Basis, nor, 
Unity, Executive it may have, but it is that of a 
Faction, and not of a Nation. 

— That it is opposed to and by the natural and 
permanent interests of the Individual, the State, 
and the Nation. 

— That the Institutions, and Genius, the Eace, 
Boundary, Language, and Eeligion, of the nation, 
must be altered, confounded, divided, and reversed, 
before they will cease to oppose the South. 

— That the Nationality, Democracy, Indepen- 
dence, State Sovereignty, Material Interests, and 
Geographical Unity of America, oppose the South. 

— That it owed the continued existence of 
Slavery, its industrial speciality, to monopolies, 
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extortions, and frauds, and to poKtical and mer- 
cantile partnership, with the Union. 



If the South be a nation, then no other nation 
exists. 

If it be not a nation, — what is it? 

The answer is compelled. 

It is simply a failure^ that has got to move out of 
the way of the American nation. 

The Farce that did for " Plantation'' audiences, 
is damned by an appreciative world. The South 
has done its appointed work, in the chastisement 
of the American nation. It has forced on the 
development and completion of the Rindiples of 
Individual freedom, and of national " Administra- 
tive Unity," and has dealt deadly discouragement 
at the things that were destroying the American 
nation. These were all the nation wanted for 
its completion. As soon as this work is done, 
"the South'' will be but an Obstructive in the 
path of this Eoyal Anglo-American nation of the 
ftLtin-e^ — will but hinder the settlement of those 
universal questions of self-government by the 
Peoples everywhere, which can only be definitively 
settled by and for the Peoples. May they march 
swiftly to this final settlement; and, as for that 
immoral and retrograde system, called the South, 
— ^then of no further use or meaning, may it vanish, 
as swiftly, into the gulf of eternal perdition that 
yawns for it ! 



Y» 



58 THE FALSE KATION. 

Oligarchy may be necessary where the People 
are ignorant ; but Oligarchy, as a permanent in- 
stitution, is a mistake, and a crime, and an impos- 
sibility, where the People are instructed. The 
rule of the one, the few, or the many, must, in 
America, yield to the rule of the all, or the whole 
course and meaning of that nation, and of two 
centuries of History, is tm-ned back, revoked, and 
reversed. No! — ^the one or two Hundred thou- 
sand Slaveholders notwithstanding, — America will 
not go back to Europe, but Europe will go on 
after America. Let the Oligarchies of all nations 
beware, — ^beware of those grand thoughts " which 
are the curbs of the Peoples, — the muzzles of 
lions." 

Like to like. Oligarchs of all countries sympa- 
thise with Oligarchs in America, but that is the 
wrong country for further " experiments" in 
exclusive rule, either in Church or in State, and 
Slavery is but the extreme outcome,- — the reductio 
ad ahsurdum^ of Oligarchy. 

In America, the People rule, and their rule is 
iJie only final conservatism. Democracy is perfect 
in theory. It is true in practice there, and there 
will be no revolution in that true nation. 

Let us not read History as idiots, as madmen, 
or as blasphemers. From the One to the Few, — 
from the Few to the Many, — ^from the Many to the 
All, runs the course of political science. " From 
the East to the West flies the world's History." 
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Through a growmg complexity of interests, to a 
more perfect Individuality, and a more compre- 
hensive, and intenser Unity, is the People's path, 
and History, on even towards those perfect de- 
velopments and adjustments, which Christianity 
has rendered possible for Communities and for Men. 

The rustic in the fable waited for the river to 
flow hy. We know, and let us mark as incapables 
and incurables, those who watch and wait for the 
river of Democracy to flow hack. 

Eevolution is for the South, if war complete 
not the work. It is also for all those nations that 
interfere with the natural and rightfiil progress 
of the People, — for all those systems that with- 
hold from them the means of instruction to j&t 
them for their coming rule. 

The law is that the more complex the relations 
of men, and the completer and more imiversal 
their liberty, the more essential and strong the 
resulting Unity. The intenser the Nationality, the 
stronger and freer the Individuality. 

That is the Law, and. America is the most 
advanced exponent of it. The South have broken 
the law America was intended to illustrate, — and 
will be destroyed by it. 

Hence the words of De Tocqueville present 
a truism sublime in its simplicity and meaning, 
yet terrible to some in its strangeness : — " If the 
men of our time were led by attentive observa- 
tion and by sincere reflection, to acknowledge 
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